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No animal labour is used in transport.   On land,
the men have to carry the load themselves.

4. CLOTHING

The domestic industry of weaving in the village has
been practically ruined. Although nearly every house
has a wooden weaving machine, at the time when I was
there, there were only two of them still working. The
material for clothing thus largely comes from the out-
side, mainly linen and cotton. The silk industry works
not for self-consumption but mainly for export. Only
a few people wear silk dresses on formal occasions.

Owing to the wide variations of climate during the
year, the villagers keep at least three sets of clothes:
for the hot summer, for the mild spring and autumn,
and for the cold winter. In the summer, men wear
only shorts, but they will put on a skirt when meeting
visitors or when going to town. Village headmen
keep their silk gowns at least on their arms, when they
leave the village even under the hot sun. Women wear
sleeveless jackets and long skirts. Wearing a skirt is
a characteristic of the region where women do not work
on the farm. In colder weather, distinguished men
wear the long gown when they do not work. The
ordinary people only wear short jackets.

Clothing is not only for protecting the body but also
for making social distinctions. Sex differentiation is
clear. Age difference is also expressed ; for instance,
girls before maturity will not put on the skirt. Social
status is directly indicated in the style. The long
gown, for instance, is indispensable for persons of dis-
tinction. Two middle school students had changed
their style of clothing when they came back from their